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Join Joey and his sister Mary Alice as they spend nine unforgettable summers with the worst

influence imaginable-their grandmother!
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A Long Way From Chicago is about two children, Joey and Mary Alice Dowdel, who spend every

summer with their grandmother. Each chapter is another year explaining many of the adventures

that take place. Joey, Mary Alice, and Grandma have many adventures, some of which include, the

legend of the Phantom Brakeman, feeding all of the homeless, entering Grandma's famous

blackberry pies in the town fair, flying planes with a famous pilot, and much more. My favorite

character is Grandma. She is a loving grandmother who has many little quirks about her. She is

funny, yet she can be very serious at the same time. Another thing about Grandma is that she is

very wide and tall. I think it is very fun to read about her because she is a very funny and strict

person. I think that my grandmother seems very much like Grandma Dowdel. The only difference is

that my grandmother is not nearly as big as Grandma Dowdel, but they both have the same

personality. One of the things that I can relate to is when Joey receives a ride from the amazing



pilot. I can relate to his excitement of flying because Joey loves planes and has always wanted to fly

in one. I think it is cool to be in a plane, it is neat to be so high up and you look down and see

everything really small. I like this book because it has so many adventures all completely different.

The book never really seems like it is going to end. My favorite part in the book is when Joey, Mary

Alice, and Grandma all go to the town fair and have a big and very funny adventure. The adventure

involves entering Grandma's her famous blackberry pie in the baking contest. Grandma thinks that

the person next to her will win so she switches the two pies and it ends up that her pie wins!
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